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God is not only in the holy scriptures,
but also in the arts:

music, cultural policies and Islam

in West Java, Indonesia

by Wim van Zanten (Leiden, Netherkands)

1. Introd uction

In this essay 1 would like i Jook a1 the discourse on music and Islam in Indonesia,
and discuss the musical practice of groups in West Java. In particular I shall deseribe the
culfuml policies of the Clanjuran regonal povernment and the involvement of the musse
group atf-Thawafin lunching their policses

Altough Indonsis is the country with the largest number of Muslims {aboue 200
million), it is not an Islhmic stite. This has been bid down in the five principles of the
Indonesian smte, Pancasila, in 1945 and it has never been changed. The gemeral feeling
s that Indonesia ks, and should remadn, a naton stre: there is no pivilege for the adher.
ers foa specific religion. This does nat mean that there is no discussion abour the rela.
tion between the povernment and Islam. Cees van Digk starts his inaugural address in
1986 as follows:

“For more than one reason, we see in preent-day Indonesin o process of re-
defining the relatonship between Islam and govemment. This concems the
demarcation of the fields in which Islam can play a robe, and the fields in
which it should not play a prooounced role. The problem is sot new. [_.]"
ivan Dijk 1986: 5.

Since then it seems that Lindle has changed

However, there were major changes in the 1ast 20 years. The Subario goverment fell
in 1598, and this started 2 process of reformation (Reformas) of the stake, including a
decentralisation of the governmental system and granting a certain degree of autonomy
o the different regions (eremomi dacral) and more freadom of expression in the madia
th rell glon (and foreign politics, defence, securiry, eic. ) has remained the respon-
sitality for the central government, this meant Mat in cerin regions Idamic lw was
cnforced more strictly than in other ones. The developments after Suharto stepped down
as president cased some concem in progressive Muslim cincles. “Religious inolerance
s loomed. We hope, in the near future the visionary and modermie ulema [si] of NU
darul Ulama), Mubammadival and other 1slamic groups cognizar of this devel.
opment will tke acions o overcome 1L (Herdi Sahrasad 2006)
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